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SUBCHAPTER T—SMALL PASSENGER VESSELS (UNDER 100
GROSS TONS)

PART 175—GENERAL PROVISIONS
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AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 2103, 3205, 3306, 3703; 49
U.S.C. App. 1804; 49 CFR 1.45, 1.46; 175.900 also
issued under authority of 44 U.S.C. 3507.

SOURCE: CGD 85–080, 61 FR 947, Jan. 10, 1996,
unless otherwise noted.

§ 175.100 Purpose.
The purpose of this subchapter is to

implement applicable sections of Sub-
title II of Title 46, United States Code,
which require the inspection and cer-
tification of small passenger vessels.

§ 175.110 General applicability.
(a) Except as in paragraph (b) of this

section, this subchapter applies to each
vessel of less than 100 gross tons that
carries 150 or less passengers, or has
overnight accommodations for 49 or
less passengers, and that—

(1) Carries more than six passengers,
including at least one for hire;

(2) Is chartered with a crew provided
or specified by the owner or the own-
er’s representative and is carrying
more than six passengers;

(3) Is chartered with no crew provided
or specified by the owner or the own-
er’s representative and is carrying
more than 12 passengers; or

(4) If a submersible vessel, carries at
least one passenger for hire.

NOTE TO § 175.110: For a vessel of less than
100 gross tons that carries more than 150 pas-
sengers or has overnight accommodations for

more than 49 passengers, see subchapter K of
this chapter.

(b) This subchapter does not apply to:
(1) A vessel operating exclusively on

inland waters that are not navigable
waters of the United States;

(2) An oceanographic research vessel;
(3) A boat forming part of a vessel’s

lifesaving equipment and that is not
used for carrying passengers except in
emergencies or during emergency
drills;

(4) A vessel of a foreign country that
is a party to the International Conven-
tion for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974,
as amended (SOLAS), to which the
United States Government is currently
a party, and that has on board a cur-
rent valid SOLAS Passenger Ship Safe-
ty Certificate; or

(5) A vessel of a foreign country,
whose government has inspection laws
approximating those of the United
States and that by its laws accords
similar privileges to vessels of the
United States, which has on board a
current valid certificate of inspection,
permitting the carrying of passengers,
issued by its government.

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 947, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR
20557, May 7, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 51355,
Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 175.112 Specific applicability for in-
dividual parts.

At the beginning of certain parts of
this subchapter, a more specific appli-
cation is given for all or particular por-
tions of that part. This application sets
forth the type, size, service, or age of a
vessel to which certain portions of that
part apply or particular dates by which
an existing vessel must comply with
certain portions of that part.

§ 175.115 Applicability to offshore sup-
ply vessels.

(a) Existing OSVs of more than 15 but
less than 100 gross tons are subject to
inspection under this subchapter. New
OSVs of more than 15 but less than 100
gross tons are subject to inspection
under subchapter L of this chapter.
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(b) Each existing OSV permitted
grandfathering under paragraph (a) of
this section must complete construc-
tion and have a Certificate of Inspec-
tion by March 16, 1998.

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49355,
Sept. 19, 1997]

§ 175.120 Vessels on an international
voyage.

A mechanically propelled vessel that
carries more than 12 passengers on an
international voyage must comply
with the applicable requirements of
SOLAS, as well as this subchapter.

§ 175.122 Load lines.

A vessel of 24 meters (79 feet) in
length or more, the keel of which was
laid or that was at a similar stage of
construction on or after July 21, 1968,
and that is on a voyage other than a
domestic voyage is subject to load line
assignment, certification, and marking
under suchapter E (Load Lines) of this
chapter.

§ 175.200 Gross tonnage as criterion
for requirements.

(a) The regulations in this sub-
chapter take into account a vessel’s
length, passenger capacity, construc-
tion, equipment, intended service, and
operating area. The criterion for appli-
cation of this subchapter is the gross
tonnage of the vessel. When the Com-
mandant determines that the gross
tonnage of a particular vessel, which is
attained by exemptions, reductions, or
other devices in the basic gross ton-
nage formulation, will circumvent or
be incompatible with the application of
specific regulations for a vessel of such
physical size, the Commandant will
prescribe the regulations to be made
applicable to the vessel.

(b) When the Commandant deter-
mines that the gross tonnage is not a
valid criterion for the use of certain
regulations based on the relative size
of the vessel, the owner will be in-
formed of the determination and of the
regulations applicable to the vessel.
The vessel must be brought into com-
pliance with all additional require-
ments before a Certificate of Inspec-
tion is issued.

§ 175.400 Definitions of terms used in
this subchapter.

The following terms are used in this
subchapter:

Accommodation space means a space
(including a space that contains a
microwave oven or other low heat ap-
pliance with a maximum heating ele-
ment temperature of less than 121 °C
(250 °F)) used as a:

(1) Public space;
(2) Hall;
(3) Dining room and mess room;
(4) Lounge or cafe;
(5) Public sales room;
(6) Overnight accommodation space;
(7) Barber shop or beauty parlor;
(8) Office of conference room;
(9) Washroom or toilet space;
(10) Medical treatment room or dis-

pensary; or
(11) Game or hobby room.
Approval series means the first six

digits of a number assigned by the
Coast Guard to approved equipment.
Where approval is based on a subpart of
subchapter Q of this chapter, the ap-
proval series corresponds to the num-
ber of the subpart. A listing of ap-
proved equipment, including all of the
approval series, is published periodi-
cally by the Coast Guard in Equipment
Lists (COMDTINST M16714.3 series),
available from the Superintendent of
Documents.

Beam or B means the maximum
width of a vessel from:

(1) Outside of planking to outside of
planking on wooden vessels; and

(2) Outside of frame to outside of
frame on all other vessels.

Bulbous bow means a design of bow in
which the forward underwater frames
ahead of the forward perpendicular are
swelled out at the forefoot into a bul-
bous formation.

Bulkhead deck means the uppermost
deck to which watertight bulkheads
and the watertight shell extend.

Cable means single or multiple insu-
lated conductors with an outer protec-
tive jacket.

Cargo space means a:
(1) Cargo hold;
(2) Refrigerated cargo space;
(3) A trunk leading to or from a space

listed above: or
(4) A vehicle space.
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